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wand Isa1an LVIII. 6, | 

Is not this the Faſt that I have choſen ? to hoſe 
the Bands of Wickedneſs, to undo the heavy 
Burdens, and to let the oppreſſed go free, and 
that ye break every Yoke ? 

Is it not to deal thy Bread to the Hingry, and 
that thou bring the Poor that are caſt out, to 


thy Houſe ? when thou ſeeft the Naked, that 


' thou cover him; and that thou hide not thy 
ſelf 28 thine own Fleſh, 


NE may obtain 3 
clear Idea of the State of Reli- 


FAC; make a probable Gueſs at the 
2 5 


from God, by a due Attention to its Contents. 
As to the State of Religion among them, we find 
W's B 2 that 


* 


gion in the Jewiſh Nation, and 


Civil Circumſtances of it when 
this Meſſage was ſent unto them 


[4] 
that the'* Profeſſion and Form thereof were 
maintained, and the Service of the Temple 
regularly carried on and properly attended: The 
Prophets and the Prieſts were employ d in 
teaching the People their Duty, and the People 
repair d to them for Inſtruction with great Ap- 
pearance of Devotion : In particular, the Na- 
tional 4 Faſt, appointed by the Law to be ob- 
ſerved every Year on the great Day of Atone- 
ment, ſeems to have been kept with much So- 
lemnity and Rigour: Other Faſts, likewiſe, oc- 
caſional and voluntary, were probably held by 
them with equal Strictneſs and Auſterity +. 
But all this was meer Farce and Hypocriſy: 


Ver. 12. Yet they ſeek me daih, and delight to know my Ways, as a Nation 
that did Righteouſneſs, and forſook' not the Ordinance of their Cad: they aſe of 
me the Ordinances of Fuſtice : they take delight in approaching to God, | 


Ver. 3. Wherefore bave awe faſted, ſay they, and thou not # Where- 
fol have - ODT ror Bras and 425 no Knowledze Ver. 5. Is it 
ſuch a Faff that I baue 1 a Day for a Man to © gas bis Soul ? Is it to 
bow derum his Head as a Bulruſh, and to ſpread Sackcloth and Aſhes under him? 
Tho” occaſional and voluntary F aſts may be here included, Et, 'tis likely, the 
Annual Faſt required by the Law to be held on the tenth Day of the Month 
T0 ron to our September) is ſpecially referr d to: th is was the An- 
niverſary Penitential Day of the whole Jewiſb People, and called the Day of 
Atonement, becauſe thereon Sacrifices were offered for the Sins of the whole 
Year : It is alſo called by ſome of the 2 Writers (Reland. Antiq. Heb. 
Part IV. Chap. VII. SeR. x.) the Great * 3 e their & Lc. 

ing) being one of the Rites enjoined in the blervation this Solemnity : 

« xxliii. 27, 29. Alſo on the tenth D -4 the ſeventh Month, there 2 
be_a Day ef Atonement, it ſhall be an bel ation wnto you, and ye ſhall 
2 your Seuls or whatſoever Soul it be that Pall” not be affiited in 
ar ſame Day, he ſhall be cut off from among his People, We 


1 Againſt this Repreſentation of their ſtrict Regard to the Ceremonial Law, 
may be objected their Profanation of the Sabbath, indirectly charged upon 
them, ver. 13; the Anſwer is, that the Profanation of the Sabbath there 
ſpoken of, was very conſiſtent with an outward and publick Regard to, it, 
eſpecially with Attendance on the Publick Worſhip ; they might be very pre- 
tiſe in that Particular, and yet be void of an inward Reverence to the Day, 
and of real Pleafure in the Religious Service of it; and alſo converſe about 
their worldly Affairs, and carry on their'unrighteous Schemes of Oppreſſion; in 
which Senſe the beſt Commentators underſtand the Expreſſions, doing thy Plea- 
fare fret Purpoſe) om my holy Day----finding thine own Pleaſure (Heb, Pur- 
pole) ſpeating thine own N erdi, viz. of Wrong and Violence, as in ver. g. 


criſy: 
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For they were extremely corrupt in their 
Morals; They were * avaricious, rapaci- 
ous, litigious and unmerciful ; Violence and 
Wrong, Extortion and extravagant Uſury, and 
all manner of oppreflive and iniquitous Prac- 
tices filled and polluted the Land ; They uſed 
their Debtors with Severity, and their Servants 
and Slaves with Cruelty ; They ruin'd the one 
by a rigorous Execution of their Bonds and 
Contracts, and they tyranniz'd over the other 
by abuſing their Perſons, and detaining them in 
Bondage after the Time appointed by Law for 
their Releaſe : Thus ſtood the Religion and 
Morals of the Nation at this Time. 

As to their Civil Circumſtances, theſe were 
r unproſperous and adverſe : In particular, 
ſome Part of their Country was { depopu- 
lated, and many of their Towns and Cities lay 
in Ruin; the Effect, probably, of the Inva- 
ſions made by Shalmaneſer, and Sennacherib, 


Kings of Afyria. 


Ver. 3. Behold, in the D r Faſt ye find Pleaſure, and exact all 
your Latours, Ver. Behold 52 for Strife and Dok, and to ſmite with 
the Fi of Wickedneſs.---Ver. 6. To loſe the Bands of Wickedneſs, to undo the 
beawy Burdens, 8&c. Ver. 9. If thuu take away from the midſt of thee the Yote (of 
* the putting forth of the Finger (inſulting and threatning Geſtures) 
and ſpeaking Vanity (Heb, Iniquity or Injury) that is, menacing Words de- 
nouncing Miſchief and Violence. ' | 


+ Their Complaint of being neglected by Providence ſuppoſes this, as alſo 
do the Promiſes given them in the latter Part of the Chapter; Ver. 3. Where- 
fore have wwe faſted, fay they, and thou ſreſt not? Ver. 8. Then ſhall . 
Light break forth as the Morning---- Ver. 10, Then ſhall thy Light riſe in Ob- 
ſeurity, and thy Darkneſs be as the No Day, © 


Ver. 12. And they that ſpall be of thee, ſhall build the old waſte Places : 

Thou ſhalt raiſe up the Foundations of many Generations, and theu ſhalt be called 
the Repairer of the Breach, the Refterer of Paths to dwell in. 

| In 


1 —— ̃ — TT — — 
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In theſe Circumſtances, inſtead of reflecting 
on their own Wickedneſs as the Cauſe of their 
Calamities, they, after their wonted Manner, 
murmur'd againſt God; They affected to won- 
der and complain, that their ſolemn Faſts and 
Humiliat ions were of no Effect for the Re- 
moval of the Evils under which they ſuffered ; 
Wherefore have we faſted, ſay they, and thou 


Jeeft not? Wherefore have wwe afflidted our Soul, 


and thou takeſt no Knowledge ? 

Hereupon, God ſends the Prophet Iſaiah 
unto them, to reprove them ſharply for their 
Hypocriſy, to tell them the Reafon of the In- 
efficacy of their Faſts, to ſhew them what will 
render theſe prevailing, and to aſſure them of 
a happy Change 1 in their Affairs, on Condition 
of a Change in their Manners. 

In the Verſes before my Text, he diſcharges 
the Office of a Reprover, and gives them to un- 
derſtand, that their Faſts, tho' obſerv'd with fo 
much Rigour, obtain'd no Regard from God, 
becauſe of their notorious Violations of the 
Laws of Juſtice and Mercy : In my Text he 
informs them what will render theſe National 
Humiliations acceptable to God, namely, a ſub- 
ſequent National Reformation: Then, in the 


following Part of the Chapter, he makes them 


many encouraging Promiſes of the Divine Fa- 
your, 


„„ 
vour, and of National Proſperity, as the Effect 
of it, on Condition of ſuch Reformation. 


My Text affords me an Occaſion of con- 
fidering, 


I. The Nature and Obligation of National 
Faſts; 

II. What will render a National Faſt ac- 
ceptable to God, and ſecure the End 2 
poſed by it. 

III. The Advantage of this Practice, or its 
Tendency to promote N Piety, 
W and Happinebs. 


I. I am to conſider the Nature and Obliga- - 
tion of National Faſts, 

Faſting is properly a total Abſtinence from 
Food for a Space of Time; and to keep a 
Faſt-Day, is, in ſtrictneſs, to refrain wholly 
from Eating and Drinking * for that Day : In 
a laxer Senſe, ſo much Abſtinence as the State 
of the Body can well bear, may come under the 


*. The ſtated yearly Faſt am o ag the 7 Jews on the Day of Atonement ſeeme 
have been required in this ſtrièt Senſe ; Lev. xxiii. 32. Ir Hall be unto you 

a 4 Sabbath o 22 and ye ſhall afflic᷑ F Souls in the ninth Day of the Month 
at Even: Even unto Even ſhall ye celebrate your Sabbath, Their ocea- 
fional Faſts was obſerved with the like Rigour 5 Judg. xx. 26. Then all the 
Children f Iſrael, and all the People went up, and came unto the Houſe of God, 
and wept, and fat there before the Lord, 0 2 — that Day wntil Even. 
Accordin 8 to 1e Na they neither ate nor drank till after . and the 
Riſing o Vid. Reland. Anti. Hebr, Par. IV. C. 10.) The Turks 
are ſo cite in this 8 as not to allow even the A E of any 
ad = ＋·K to — * * yo me — Jays, K putting he He 1 14 Water 
* they = Ba-obay it ſhould chance to be Walle y them. 
Fid, Chamb. Di, Artic, Faſt, 


EO . Deno- 
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Denomination of a Faſt; and, no doubt, is to 
be ſo interpreted in thoſe Caſes where a partial 
Abſtinence does afflict the Body as much as a 
total one in others. But tho', according to the 
Difference of Conſtitutions, a Difference in the 
Degree and Space of Forbearance from Food 
muſt be admitted, in determining what is a 
Faſt to this or that particular Perſon; yet ſo 
much Abſtinence as amounts to an extraor- 
dinary and troubleſome Reſtraint on our bo- 
dily Appetites, belongs to the very Nature of a 
Faſt. Neither is Faſting to be confounded 
with Abſtemiouſneſs; ſince the latter is habi- 
tual and conſtant, the former occaſional and for 
a Scaſon. 

But we muſt take ſome other Conſiderations 
into our Idea of a Religious Faſt; namely, its 
Deſign and End, as alſo divers Religious Acti- 
ons which are to be joined with it. In a Reli- 
gious Faſt, the Mortification of the Body, by 
extraordinary Abſtinence, is deſigned to be an 
Indication of the extreme * Affliction of our 


*Faſting in the Eaſtern Countries ſeems to have been one of the uſual 

ites of Mourning for the Dead, and for any other grieyous Calamity : A 
the wal:ant Men (of Jabeſh-gilead) aroſe, and went all Night, and took the 
By of Saul, and the Bodies of bis Sons from the Wall of Bethſhan, and came 
toFabeſh, and burnt them there: And they took their Bones, and buried them under 
a Tree at Fabeſh, and faſted ſeven Days, 1. Sam. xxxi. 12, 13. Then David 
took hold on bis Clothes, and rent them, and likewiſe all the Men that ⁊vere wwith 
tim. And they mourned and wept, and faſted until Even, for Saul and for 


Jonathan his Son, and for the Pec 2 of the Lord, and for the Houſe of Iſrael, 
{ecauſe they vue re fallen the Sword, 2, Sam, i. 11 - And 2 Pro- 
uince hitherſoever the King's Commandment and his Decres cams, there wvas 


Weeping, and Wailing, and 


Souls 


reat Mourning among the Fetus, and Faſlins, g 
1 lay in Sackcloth and Aber, Efth, iy, * 10 
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Souls for our Sins; its End is to obtain from 
God the Forgiveneſs of them, and, therewith, 
the Averting or Removal of the impending or 
inflicted Puniſhment : It is, therefore, to be 
accompanied with the Exerciſe of ſincere Re- 
pentance, with an humble and ſorrowful Con- 
feſſion of our Iniquities, with earneſt Depreca- 
tions of God's Diſpleaſure, and Supplications for 
his Mercy and Favour. : 

A National Faſt is ſuch a Faſt as this, obſer- 
ved by a whole Nation, at the Command of 
God, or by the Appointment of the Civil Ma- 
giſtrate, or by their own Agreement and Con- 
ſent. It may be either * ſtated, or occaſional : 
The former is periodical, being to return at a 
certain fixed Time; the latter is practiſed only on 
extraordinary Emergencies : Of this latter Sort 


* The Law of M:ſes ordained but one ſtated National Faſt, viz, that 
en the tenth Day of the ſeventh Month (Scember) being the Day of 
Atonement abovementioned. But to this were added four others, by 
Agreement of the People, as it ſhould ſeem, in the Captivity ; in Comme- 
maration of the Calamities wttich befell the Nation from the Time of the 
Deſtruction of the City and Temple of Jeruſalem. (vid. Prid, Connect. 
Vol. I. p. 1386. Reland. Antiq. Heb. Part IV. c. x. F. 6.) Zech. viii. 19. 
Thus ſaith the Lord of Heſts, the Faſt of the fourth Month, and the Faſt of the 
fifth, and the Faſt of the ſeventh, and the Faſt of the tenth, ſhall be to the Houſe 
of Judab Foy and Gladneſs, and chearful Frafts.---ch. vii. 4, 5. Then came the 
Ward of the Lord of Heſts unto me, ſaying, ſpeak unto all the 2 of the Land, 
and to the Priefts, ſaying, wwhen ye faſted and mourned in the fifth and ſeventh 
Month, even thoſe — Years, did ye at all faſt unto me, even unto me ? 

Note, The Faſt of the ſeventh Month, here ſpoken of, was not on the 
ienth, but on the third Day; and, therefore, diſtin from that which Moſes 
appointed: MNere further, that Zechariah began to prophecy about 520 
Years before Chriſt z that is, ſixteen Years after the Publication of Cyrus's 
Decree tor the Return of the Fewws to their own Land: Since, therefore, he 
ſays that they had faſted in the fifth and ſeventh Month, even thoſe Seventy 
Years, this proves thoſe Faſts to have been appointed during the Captivity. 
The Number of theſe ſtated Faſts was greatly augmented afterwards ; 
Keland reckons up twenty-eight (incluſive of the Day of Expiation) nove 
pbſerved by the Jews, Antiq. Hebr. Par, IV, c. x. F. 7. 

Wwe 


| 
| 
| 
: 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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| 
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[ 16 ] 

we meet with ſeveral Inſtances i in the Old Tefſt-. 
ament *: The Practice of the People of Iſrael, 
in their occaſional Faſts, affords us a clear No- 
tion of the Nature and Deſign of theſe National 
Humiliations, and (a few particular Circumſtan- 
ces excepted) is a proper Model for ho Regula- 
tion of ours. 

The fit Occafions, then for theſe public Faſts, 


are public Calamities or Dangers *; ; Faniines, 
Peſtilential Diſeaſes, Invaſions, ill Succe gf in War, 


the Decay of National Piety, and the Prevalerice 


of Superſtition and Vice, or any other preſent or 
approaching Evil whatever, whereby the Num- 
ber and Strength, the Wealth or Honour, the 

Safety or Tranquillity, the Being or Well-being 
of a Nation, are viſibly and remarkably affected. 

In ſuch Seaſons of National Diſtreſs, the Pro- 
clamation of a Faſt is no other than a general 
* to the whole Community to put 


+ * The public occafional Faſts, made mention of in the Old Teſtament 
are as fotow ; one, in the Days of Joſhua, occaſioned by the miſcarrying of 
the Expedition againſt the Town of Ai. Fo. vii. A ſecond, in the Times 
of the Judges, upon the Overthrow of the Armies of Iſrael by the Men of 
Benjamin, Jud. xx. A third, under the Government of Samuel, on account 
of the deplorable State of Religion, and the late ill Succeſs of their Arms 
under Eli the preceding Judge. 1 Sam. vii. A fourth, in the Reign of Je- 
hoſhaphat, when Tidings were brought of the March of a great Army of 
Contederate Nations to invade the Land, 2 Chron, xx. A fifth, appointed 
by Ezra, to implore the Protection of Providence in their Return from Ba- 
bylon, Er. viii. A fixth, inted likewiſe by him, on account of the 
Violations of the ogg in velpect to ſtrange Marriages. c. x, A ſeventh, 
under Nebemiab, to deplore the Loſs of National Liberty. Neb. ix. The 
cighth, by the Order of Queen Eſther, to obtain Succeſs in her perillous 
Undertaking for the Preſervation of her People. Eb. iv. 16, 17. To theſe 
we may ſubjoin the Faſt ted, by Divine Proclamation, on account o 
a dreadful Famine, N which God had ſent upon the Land (Joel, i. >1 il. 1 & 
and the Faſt of the Ninevices, to avert the Deſtruction threaten'd by 


Prophet Fonab, Jon, i ill, 5, &c, 
them- 


* 


L 11 ] 
themſelves in * Mourning; to lay aſide all Bu- 
fines and Diverſion. for a, Seaſon, and to aſſem- 
ble in the Places of Divine Worſhip, there to 
humble themſelves before Almighty God. In 
theſe Aſſemblies they are, by proper Inſtructions, 
to be exhorted to their Duty; they are to make 
Confeſſion of their Sins, as the Cauſe of their 
Calamities z to implore the Pardon of them ; 
and fincerely to promiſe Amendment of their 
Ways and Return to their Obedience. In or- 
der alſo to excite, as likewiſe to expreſs, an un- 
feigned Sorrow and Compunction of Heart, the 
Solemnity is to be obſerved with all proper To- 
kens of Grief and Humiliation : Theſe, accor- 
ding to the Mode of the Eaſtern, Countries, 
were + Lamentation and Weeping, ſhaving the 
Head, rending the Clothes, putting on Sack- 
cloth, ſprinkling Duſt and Aſhes on their Bo- 
dies, and fitting or lying on the bare Ground: 
This is the Idea which the Prophet Zechariab gives of a Time of Na- 
re 
Plicationt, and they ſball loot upon me ⁊ubum they have pierced, and they ſpall 
mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only Son and ſhall be in Bitterneſs for 
him, as one that is in Bitterneſs for bis firſt born. "In that Day ſhall there be a 


eat Mourning in Jeru ſalem, as the Mourning of Hadadrimmen (for the Death 
of Joſiah) in 1 0 Magiddon, xy „ 
F Lamentation, ſhaving the Head, rending the Clothes, &c, were cuſ- 
tomary Forms of Mourning in antient Times, Gen. i. 10. and there they (the 
227 50 mourned (for Jacob) with a great and ſore Lamentation, Job i. 2. 
Fob aroſe and rent his Mantle, and ſhaved bis Head, Sc. ch. ii. C. and h- 
fat down among the Aſbes. Ver. 12. And when they lift up their Kyes afar. 
off, and knew Bim not, vhey lifted up their Voice, and wept, and they rent every 
one his Mantle, and ſprinkled Duft upon their Heads trawards Heaven, 2 Sam. 
i. 2. Bebold, a Man came out of the Camp from Saul (when he was ſlain) zoirb 
bis Clothes rent, and Earth upon bir Head. Lam. ii. 10. The Elders of the 
Daughter of Zion fit upon the Ground,” and keep Silence: they have caſt up Duſt 
upon their Heads; they bave girded themſelves wwith Saclelyth, &c, 


C 3 *" 
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Jo all which was added a rigorous Abſtinence 
from Food, which is, indeed, a natural Effect 
of deep Affliction; and on that Account, as 
well as becauſe it is a becoming Correction of 
the Body on ſuch Occaſions, it ought to be re- 
tained by every Nation on their Days of religious 
Mourning. This was the Manner of obſerving 
public and occaſional Faſts in ancient Times *, 


and is the beſt Plan for ours, after Separation 


of ſome particular Cuſtoms ; and the End pro- 
poſed is unchangeably the ſame in all Times and 
Places, namely, to conciliate the Divine Majeſty, 
and to obtain the Conſervation or Reſtoration 
of National Proſperity. 


Having explain'd the Nature of this Practice, | 


let us next conſider the Obligation to it: 

It is recommended by the Example of the 
1ſraclitiſh Nation, and its Succets and Advantage 
to them enforce the Recommendation of it to 
us : But there is a moral Fitneſs in the Thing 
itſelf; the Practice is founded upon Reaſons 
which oblige all Nations : For as public Cala- 
mities and Dangers are known, or may be 
known, to be divine Corrections of a People for 
their Iniquities, public Humiliation and Repen- 
tance are the only probable Means of removing 
or preventing the Correction: Further, as we, 


* Jo, vii, 6-- 


--9, I Sam, hh 3 6. ven. , 5, 16 
Xvi, 9, 10, Joel i, 13, ii, 12, fa, 


XxXii, 12. Jon, ili, 8. 


Nad. 15 i”, 1. **. 


who 


3 
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who enjoy the Benefit of Divine Revelation, 
know this to be a * certain and effectual Means 


of reconciling the offended -Governour of the 


World to ari offending People, our Obligation 
to the Practice is ſtill clearer and ſtronger : 
And as National Guilt and Suffering call for 
National Mourning and Repentance, theſe ought 
to be expreſs'd by all ſuitable Tokens of Sorrow 
and Abaſement; and who can ſhew a Method 
ſo ſuitable and expreſſive, as that of a National 
Faſt obſerved with due Seriouſneſs, Strictneſs, 
and Solemnity ? 

Theſe few Principles are ſufficient to evince 
the Reaſonableneſs and Obligation of the Practice 


we are ſpeaking of: A People, therefore, would 


be utterly inexcuſable who neglect it, when their 
Circumſtances call for this Method of Redreſs. 
God very much reſented ſuch Negle& in his 
ancient People the Jews; and in that Day aid 
the Lord God of Hoſts . call to Weeping, and to 
Mourning, and to Baldneſs, and to girding with 
Sackcloth : And behold, Joy and Glaaneſs, flaying 
Oxen and killing Sheep, eating Fleſh and drinking 
Wine ; let us eat and drink, for To-morrow we 


ſhall die. And it was revealed in mine Ears b 


the Lord of Hoſts, furely this Iniquity ſhall not 


* Fer. xvil. , 8. at what Inflant I ſhall ſpeak concerning a Kingdom, to 
Pluck up, and to pull down, and to deſtroy it: if that Nation againſt whom 4 
have pronounced, turn from their Evil, I will repent of the Evil that I thought 
to do unte them, 4 

1 
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ho purged from you, till ye die, ſaith the Tord 


, Hoſts, Iſa. xxii. 12, 13, 14. When, therefore, 


the Occaſion requires, and the Magiſtrate or- 


dains a National Faſt, it muſt be in no ſmall 


Degree criminal in any of the Subjects to refuſe 
Obedience. How will they, who abſent themſelves 
from the religious Aſſemblies on ſuch a Day, 
anſwer it to God and their own Conſciences? 
Have they no Share in the general Guilt, that 


they think themſelves exempted from concur- 


ring in Confeſſion of it ? Are they void of all 
Concern for the Calamities of their Country, 
and for the Prevalence of Vice and Impiety, 
that they will give themſelves no Trouble to 
bewail them? Have they no- Fear of the Divine - 
Judgments, that they will not join in this ſolemn 
and earneft Deprecation of them? Or, when 


theſe Judgments come upon us, do they ima- 


pine they ſhall eſcape with Impunity ? Or do 
they think this is every one's Duty but theirs ? 
Muſt the Burthen be thrown upon others, that 
they may be caſed ? And can they ſatisfy them- 
ſelves with enjoying their Pleaſures in their 
bwn Houſes (or perhaps following their Di- 
vetfions abroad) while their Brethren are af- 
flicting their Souls in the Houſe of God, for 
the ſame Cauſe which demands their Atten- 
dance and Concurrence alſo ? 


Neither 
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Neither are thoſe to be excuſed, who pay 
oply a partial Regard to ſuch a Day as this; 
who attend, indeed, the public Worſhip, but 
aſſume an Indulgence to themſelves with re- 
ſpect to the Mortification of the Body, In 
vain do they plead, that the Faſt lies princi- 
pally in other Things: For tho' an extraordi- 
nary Abſtinence be not a principal, tis an 
eſſential Part in the Obſervation of a Faſt; 
"Tis a Part which gives Denomination to the 
whole; a Faſt-Day without Faſting 1 is a Con- 
tradition in Terms ; This is a Circumſtance 
ſo naturally attending great Affliction, and fa 
fitly expreſſive of it, that (except in the Caſe of 
Age, or Sickneſs, or a very weak State of Body) 
the Neglect of this argues the Want of that 
Temper of Mind, which is required in every 
one in a Time of public Mourning. and Re. 
pentance. 
But, having, as I would hope, fu ficiently 
explain'd the Nature of this Practice, and eſta 
bliſhed its Obligation; I proceed, 

II. To ſhew what will render a National 
Faſt acceptable to God, and ſecure the End 
propoſed by it. 

This, in one Word, is National Reforma- 
tion: That is, when the Profeſſions of Re- 
3 made with ſuch Solemnity, are prov'd 
ſincere by bringing forth the popes Fruits and 
Effects; 
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Effects; which are, cegſing to do evil, and learn- 
ing to do well. Iſa. i. 16. The firſt part of Re- 
formation, that in which it begins, is fo ceaſe 
fo do Evil; or, in the Language of the fame 
Prophet, 70 put away the Evil of our doings, 
This Condition .of the Divine Acceptance of 
our Faſts, is required in the firſt Branch of my 
Text; 7s not this the Faſt that I have choſen ? * 


to looſe the Bands of Wickedneſs, to undo the 


heavy Burdens, and to let the oppreſſed go free, 
and that ye break every Yoke ? When God fays, 
7s not this the Faſt that I have choſen ?---he does, 
not mean to expreſs a Diſapprobation of that 
Afflicting of our Bodies and Humiliation of 
our Souls, in which the Faſt does properly 


conſiſt ; but his Rejection of a Faſt Which ter- 


minates in meer Form and Ceremony, and his 
Approbation of that only which is followed by 
the Reformation here demanded. Sincerity 1s 


Here are four Articles or Points of Reformation inſiſted on: It is 
difficult nicely to determine the diſtin Meaning of each apart; tho? it is 
clear that all of them together relate to ſeveral Species of Oppreſſion. The 
Bands of Wickedn:ſs may probably ſignify ſevere Exaction of Debts, which 
the poorer Sort had contracted to the Rich, by borrowing Money, in their 
Neceſſity, at a very high Intereſt ; for the Payment whereof they were 
conſtrain'd to Mortgage their Lands, and even to fell their Children fox 
Slaves to theſe unmerciful Vulturs : We have an Account of this Practice 
in Neb, v. Their Law forbad the lending of Money on Uſury to the Poor 
(Ex:d. xxii. 25, Cc.) and enjoin'd the Remiſſion of all Debts every ſeventh 
Year, Deut. xv. 1,2. The heavy Burdens, in the ſecond Clauſe, may mean 
tyrannical Uſage of their Brethren who were in Bondage to them, con- 
trary alſo to Law : Compare Execd. xxi. 7, with Levit. xxv. 43. The third 
Article, ts le the »pprefſed go free, ſeems evidently to reſpect the detaining 
their La Servants in Scrvitude, after the Time appointed by Law for 
their Releaſe, vis, a Sabhatical or Seventh Year (Deut. xv. 12.) and the 
Year of Jubilee, Levit. xxv. 54. The laſt Clauſe, chat ye break every Yoke, 
may comprehend every other Sort of Injuſtice and Oppreſſion not expreſs d 
in the ſoregoing Clauſes, : 

not 
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not eſſential to the Denomination of a Faſt, but 
it is eſſential to the Acceptance of it with God. 
The Manner of Expreſſion is not unlike to chat 
in the Prophet Foe! *, where God calls for Na- 
tional Reformation, and requires it to be ac- 
companied with Faſting and with Weeping and 
with Mourning ; and rent your Hearts (ſays he) 
and not your Garments ; that is, not your Gar- 
ments only, but your Hearts alſo; the one will 
be of no avail without the other: So here; Is 
not this the Faſt that I have choſen ? i. e. Is it 
not a Faſt attended by theſe Fruits, viz. To 
looſe the Bands of Wickedneſs, &c. ? The wicked 
Practices here ſpecified, and from which God 
requires his People to reform, were, no doubt, 
what they were then guilty of in a remarkable 
Degree : Theſe were the epidemical Vices of 
the Age; and are therefore pointed to as the 
{ſpecial Cauſes of Divine Reſentment and Na- 
tional Calamity. Unrighteous and cruel Uſage 
of their Debtors, of their Slaves, of their hired 
Servants, and of their poor Brethren, were the 
Occaſion of God's Diſregard to their ſolemn 
Faſts : Till they put away theſe iniquitous Do- 
ings from among them, he lets them know, 
the moſt exact Obſervance of Rites and Cere- 
monies, and the moſt rigorous Mortifications 
and Forms of Devotion, would obtain no Notice 

2 DD from 


fſcel, ii. 12, 13. 
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from him, nor the Removal of the Evils which 
they ſuffered, n 

But tho, for the Reaſon above aſſign d, 
theſe particular Sins are ſingled out, the Refor- 
mation on which the Efficacy of a National 
Faſt depends, is evidently deſigned to extend 
to all others whatſoever. For God cannot but 
have a Regard to all his Laws, and will ſeverely 
animadvert on a general Negle& and Contempt 
of any of them i Fornication and Adultery, 
Drunkenneſs and Intem perance, Corrupting of 
Divine Revelation, Profaneneſs and Contempt of 
ſacred Things, cannot be leſs offenſive to him 
than Oppreſſion and Fraud, Injuſtice and Cru- 
elty. When theſe, therefore, or other Crimes, 
are become prevailing in any Nation, either by 
the Numbers who practice them, or by the 
Countenance of Rulers who do not puniſh them; 
the Judge of all the Earth will ſet his Face 
againſt that People, to rebuke them by terrible 
Things in Righteonſneſs : Neither will his An- 
ger be turned away, nor the Effects thereof 
be removed, till they for/ake their Abomina- 


tions, as well as, by Faſting and other Tokens 


of Contrition and Humiliation, profeſs to be- 
wat! them. 

But the Reformation will be imperfe& and 
ineffectual, if to the ceaſing from Evil be not 


joined /carning to do well ; To abſlain, indeed, 
from 
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from ſomeVices, is practiſing the oppoſite Vir- 
tues : Forſaking Drunkenneſs, is Sobriety ; cea- 
ſing from Diſhoneſty and Fraud, 1s becoming 


honeſt and fincere ; and not to be unjuſt or 


ſevere, is to act with Juſtice and Equity: But 
forbearing to do Evil, is not, in all Caſes, the 
ſame with doing well: To leave off Profaneneſs, 
is not Pjety; and a Man may be ſtrictly juſt and 
equitable, yet not of a kind or liberal Temper, 
nor apply himſelf to the Practice of kind and 
liberal Things. Wherefore this alſo is required 
in the latter Branch of my Text; Is it not 7o 
deal thy Bread to the Hungry, and that thou 
bring the Poor that are caſt out, to thy Houſe ? 
when thou ſeeſt the Naked, that thou cover 
him, and that thou hide not thy ſelf from thine 
own Fleſh ? The Part of Righteouſneſs here 
enjoined, is Alms-giving, or ſupplying the Ne- 
ceſſities of the Poor in reſpe& to Food, Lodging, 


and Raiment; to this is added a Charge not 


to avoid their Perſons or their Complaints, 
which we ſhould be moved to relieve, on 
account of their Relation to us in the Bonds 
of Humanity, or by the ſuper-added Ties of 
civil Society and Communion, We may reaſon- 
ably ſuppoſe, that God choſe out the particular 
Virtue of Charity, in his Demand of poſitive 
Reformation, becauſe the Jeus were notori- 
ouſly defective in this ; becauſe this is ſpecially 
oppoſed to the Injuſtice and Cruelty in which 

D 2 they 
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il they abounded ; and becauſe an habit of Good. 
ill will, the true Principle of Charity, ſecures the 
Obſervance of all the Laws of the ſecond Ta- 
1 ble: But that he intended not this for a com- 
it pleat Sample of National Reformation, and that 
Morality, without Piety and a Reverence of Di- 
vine Appointments, 'cannot obtain his Fayour, is 
- ſufficiently evident from his inſiſting on a Reli- 
gious Obſervation of the Sabbath, as another 
| Evidence of their Repentance, and Condition 
[| of his Reconciliation ; Ver. 13, F thou turn 
it away thy Foot from the Sabbath, from doing thy 
it Pleaſure'on my Holy Day, and call the Sabbath 
1 a Delight, the Holy of the Lord, honourable, 
1 and ſhalt Honour him, not doing thine own Ways, 
nor finding thine own Pleaſure, nor ſpeaking 
thine own Words * then ſhalt thou delight thy 
ſelf in the Lord, &c. © 
On theſe Conditions then, namely, the Ex- 
pulſion of Vice, and Reſtoration of Virtue and 
| true Religion in any Nation, God will accept 
their Faſts and Humiliations ; on theſe Condi- 
| tions, and theſe only, he will take off his Cor- 
rections, and return to bleſs and proſper them. 
This is the Doctrine of the Text, and ſupported 
0 by the following Part of the Chapter; a Doc- 
| trine worthy of God, and agreeable to the pureſt 
and juſteſt Conceptions of his Nature and mo- 


ral Government. | Rites and Ceremonies, and 
nn 


— 
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all the inſtrumental Parts of Religion, can be 
regarded by him only as they are ſubſervient 
to promote, and are attended with, a real and 
ſubſtantial Piety and Righteouſneſs, Faſtings 
and Humiliations are approved by him as be- 
coming Expreſſions of qur Grief, when we are 
under his Diſpleaſure; anproyed by him as 
proper Means of Repentance and Pledges of 
our Return into the Ways of Obedience, 
When, therefore, they are the Effects of true 
Contrition in our Hearts, and followed by an 
entire Change and Reformation of our Lives, 
they will obtain his gracious Notice, and turn 
to our Advantage: But when we ſubſtitute the 
Signs of Grief and Repentance in the Place of 
the Things themſelves ; when our Faſts are 
only Form and Ceremony, and made to ſerve 
inſtead of real Amendment, we gain nothing 
by them ; we bind our Sins and our Sufferings 
faſter upon us; and, by continuing a wicked 
and incorrigible People, do but mature ourſelves 
for utter and remedileſs Deſtruction. This muſt 
ever be the Caſe, fo long as it ſhall be true, that 

God is the righteous Governour of the World ; 

that he will ſupport and vindicate his Laws; 
that only in this Life Men can be puniſhed or 
rewarded in collective Bodies; and that Re- 
pentance and Amendment are the fixed and 
unalterable Terms of his becoming propitious 
to 


[22 ] 

to Societies and Kingdoms, as well as to parti- 
| cular Perſons. 

| But this brings me to the third Topic br 1 
| III. To ſhew the Advantage of National 
| Faſts, or their Tendency to promote National 

| Piety, Virtue and Happineſs. 
As apt Means of Reformation, they —— 
public Piety and Virtue, which infallibly ſecure 
| public Happineſs ; They are apt Means of Re- 
if formation, by awakening a People's: Attention 
10 to thoſe Principles and Motives by which it is 
1 to be effected; namely, their Dependance on 
| | Divine Providence, their Subjection to Divine 

| Government, and their preſent Condition of Guilt 
and Danger, 
| The Doctrine of Providence is the Faunda- 

tion of theſe Solemnities; and when a People 

are met, in their ſeveral Religious Aſſemblies, 
on fuch Occaſions, this Doctrine neceſſarily 
offers itſelf to their Minds; and muſt, of courſe, 
be inſiſted on in the Prayers and Inſtructions 
which they then attend. _ 

Their Eyes are then directed unto him, from 
whom their very SUSTENANCE is derived; 
who filleth them ith the fineſt of the Wheat, and 

atisfieth their Mouth with good Things; who, 
alſo, can eaſily make their Heaven which is 
over their Head to be Braſs, and ie Ken that 
is under them to be Tron, 

Then 
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Then are they led to conſider the Power, 
who can cauſe their HEALTH t ſpring forth 
ſpeedily; and who is equally able, by Famune, 
by the burning Fever, by the noiſom Peſtilence, 
and by numberleſs Inſtruments of Deſtruction, 
to conſume them from off the Land which they 
wel. 

Then, likewiſe, are they ſhewn, that their 
COMMERCE, the principal Fountain of their 
Power and Wealth, depends on God: That 
he hath innumerable Ways to ſtop or ſwell this 
Source of their Proſperity and Greatneſs; that 
he can blaſt the Growth of thoſe Commodities 
which are the Baſis of it; or raiſe up the Winds 
to deſtroy their Shipping, by which it is carried 
on; or, by a Series of imperceptible Events, 
transfer it to other Countries, which ſhall 
flouriſh under his Favour, while That with 
which he is contending ſhall be like a Gar- 
ment which the Moth conſumes. 

And if they are engaged in a WAR, they 
are now called to remember, how dangerous 
it is to put their Truſt in an Arm of Fleſh. 
Vain is the greateſt Naval Force, if God de- 
termine to oppoſe it: He binds their Fleets in 
uſeleſs Inactivity, or daſhes them on Rocks and 
Sands ; and the boaſted Terror of the Flood 
becomes a Scorn and a Reproach, or is made a 
Prey to devouring Waves. Vain is their Con- 
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fidehce- in the Numbers or Valour of their 
Armies; the Almighty can infatuate or. divide 
the Councils, which are to guide their Motions 


and Undertakings; or melt the Hearts of the 


valiant Men, that they ſhall not ſtand in the 
Day of Battle; the Iflue whereof, and the Suc- 
ceſs of a whole Campaign,-do often turn-upon 
little Accidents, which eſcape the ſharpeſt hu- 
man Penetration, and which only the Supreme 


Wiſdom does foreſee and is able to controul. 


' Theſe are the Leſſons, which National Faſts, 

by the Occaſion of their Appointment and the 
Manner of their Obſervance,” impreſs upon the 
Minds of a People: By theſe are they awaken'd 
to Religion, from Conviction of the Neceſſity 
and Advantage of + fearing and © obeying that 
Power, on whoſe Favour their Happineſs ap- 
parently depends? Eſtabliſh a due Senſe of this 
Dependance in their Hearts, and you eſtabliſh 
Piety among them ; by which you, at the ſame 
time, eſtabliſh Faith, Juſtice, and every ſocial 
Virtue : In this Order and Connection the fa- 
mous Heathen Moraliſt reaſons concerning the 


Influence of bees Doctrine of Providence *. * 
t 


— Deor. Lib, 1. Cap. II, Quorum fi vera ſententia eft, 
.quz poteſt effe,Pietaz ? Q SanCtitas ? eligio ? Hec enim ornnia, 
pure ac caſte tribuenda Deorum numini ita ſunt, fi animadvertuntur ab his, 
& fi eft aliquid a Diis immortalibus hominum generi tributum. ſin. autem 
Di neque poſſunt nos juvare, neque volunt; nec omnino curant; nec, 
quid agaraus, an imadvertum; neę eſt quod ab his ad hominum vitam per- 
manare poſſit; yn quod ullos Diis immortalibus cultus, honores, pre- 


ces adhibeamus ? In ſpecie autem fictæ ſimulationis, ſicut relique Virtutes, 


ita 
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But then, with this muſt be joined the other 
Principle of Reformation above · mentioned, 
namely, that Nations are ſubjeft to Divine Go- 
vernment, or that Providence is the righteous 
Adminiſtration of the King of all the Earth. 
The Faſts we are ſpeaking of, excite a People's 
ſerious Attention to this alſo, and thereby 
promote their Recovery from Ungodlineſs and 
Vice. That Proſperity and Adverſity are the 
Inſtruments of God's Dominion over Nations, 
and that he will ever uſe them to reward the 
Obedient, to chaſtiſe the Degenerate, and to 
avenge himſelf upon the Incorrigible, are Truths, 
enforced at theſe Seaſons with peculiar Weight 
and Solemnity : Our Confeſſions, our Suppli- 
cations, our Tokens of Humiliation and Mourn- 

ing on this Day, are affeQting Acknowledge- 
ments of theſe Truths. If, therefore, tem- 
poral Bleſſings and Calamities are God's eſta- 


ita Pietas ineſſt non poteſt : cum qua fimul & Sanctitatem, & Religionem 
tolli neceſſe eſt : quibus ſublatis, Perturbatio Vitæ ſequitur, & magna Con- 
fufio, Atque haud ſcio, an Pietate adverſus Deos ſublata, Fides etiam, & 
"uo Generis humani, & una excellentiſſima Virtus juſtitia tollatur, 
If their Opinion (who deny a Providence) be true, what becomes of 

— ty, and Religion All «vbich are of the moſt acred Obligation, 


tion that t age the Notice of the_ 2 draw from them 
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us, nor exerciſe any Care about us; if our "Ah s? are 13 
3232323 "_ mroerg os 
them any Worſhip or Honour To what: p1 Spe s them 2 . 


rcations and Thankſgivings ? Piety, like tf 1 $3534 fs 
Truth : If you take away the Doctrine of of Pros id. 755 725 — is So 
and, therewith, Sancho and Religion fall o * * 1 8 5 

will be, the 2 eat Diſorder and 


do not know, but that, i F Piety ſubwerted, 
the moſt excellent of all the Vi A 451 be * 
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| blith'd Means of encouraging Religion and Vir- 


tue in collective Bodies of Men, and of re- 
claiming them when grown corrupt; if theſe 
Means operate with Effect only ſo far as they 
are ſeriouſly conſidered ; National Faſts, by ex- 
citing ſuch Conſideration, muſt greatly ſubſerve 
this Deſign : They are grounded upon the Pre- 
valence of Repentance; they ſtrongly imprint the 
Neceſſity of it; they thereby powerfully tend to 
recover a-careleſs and unrighteous People to a 
Fear of divine Power, a Reverence of divine 


Laws, and a Confidence in divine Mercy. 


The Neceſſity of Reformation is further ſup- 
ported and urged by the Knowledge and Senſe 
of their own Condi 1 of Guilt and Danger, 
which they-are led into, in a ſpecial Manner, 
on theſe Occaſions. The very Appointment of 
a National Faſt ſuppoſes ſome Favour to be 


aſk'd of the Divine Being, whereof the Nation 


is, by reaſon of their Sins, unworthy ; or ſome 
Calamity, preſent or impending, which its Ini- 
quities have brought upon it, or threaten to 
bring. It is therefore, at ſuch Times, the eſpe- 
cial Duty of thoſe, who are, by their Office, to 
watch over the Intereſt of Religion and Virtue 
in a Nation, to lay before the reſpective Aſſem- 
blies in which they preſide, a true and impar- 
tial Repreſentation of this Matter; they are 
2 called to kf? up their Pic ike a 

Trumpet, 
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Trumpet, and to ſhew unto the People their Tranſ- 
greſſions : Thoſe of them who are filent on 
ſuch Occaſions, will find it difficult to clear 
themſelves of a Share in that ſevere and terrible 
Reproach ; his Watchmen are blind : they are 
all ignorant, they are all dumb Dogs, they can- 
not bark; ſleeping, hing down, loving to flum- 
ber *. But if the Inſtructors of the People 
diſcharge their Part with Faithfulneſs and Zeal, 
by reproving their Corruptions, by warning 
them of their Danger, and by exhorting them 
to Repentance, then theſe Solemnities will be 
of great Force, in the Way of Meant Wee ä 
effecting 4 Reformation. 

Thus, the Tendency of National Faſts to 
promote National Piety and Virtue, is, I hope, 
ſufficiently made appear; from hence, of Ne- 
ceſſity, follows their ſubſerviency to National 
Happineſs. For when hath any Kingdom been 
known to decline, while Religion and Virtue 
flouriſhed in it ? Or what State hath ever fallen 
into Ruin, without firſt falling into groſs Cor- 
ruption in its Manners. It ever was and ever 
will be true, that + Righteouſneſs exalteth a 
Nation, but Sin is @ Reproach to any Peple, 
Avarice and Ambition, Injuſtice and OppreM. 
on, Inhumanity and Hardneſs of Heart, Luxury 
and Profuſeneſs, Debauchery and Intemperance, 


# Ila, hi. 10, + Prov, xiv, po 
E 2 


Perjury 


and Protection will guard us againſt many Cala- 
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Perjury nd Falſchood, Diſcord and Faction, ars 
Aang of innumerable Miſchiefs and Diſor- 

ders: They deſtroy the very End of ſocial 
Life ; they ſhake the Foundations of Govern- 


ment; they trouble the Peace of a Community, 


waſte its Strength and Vigour, prepare it for 


Slavery, and fink it in Contempt. By eſtabliſh- 


ing true Religion and Virtue, you cut off theſe 


and all other Sources of public Evil and Con- 
fafion : When true Religion and Virtue revive, 


Public Spirit awakes ; Benevolence and all the 


kind Affections exert their Influence ; Princes 


govern as Fathers of their Country, ns Sub- 


jects obey with Reyerence and Loye : Fidelity 


and Truth will alſo flouriſh and prevail, toge- 


ther with Frugality, Sobriety, Induſtry, and a 
conſcientious Attention to every ſocial and rela- 


tive Duty: Theſe things exait a Nation; by 


theſe it is made happy in it ſelf, IPC 


' honourable in the Eyes of athers. 


But, theſe are only the Natural Effects of 
Virtue and true Religion: Their bleſſed In- 


Aluence reaches further, by ſecuring the Favour 


and Protection of the Almighty : His Favour 


mities, and obtain us many Advantages, which 


are beyond the Natural Efficacy of Virtue and 


Religion to ward off or procure. For they are 
not able, of — to make healthful and 


plentiful 
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plentiful Seaſons, to repel Plagues and Famines, 
or to over- rule the Accidents and Contingencies, 
on which the Proſperity of Trade, the Succeſs 
of Counſels, and Victory in War depend. 
Theſe. are altogether in the Diſpoſal of God: 
1 3 By engaging him, therefore, on their Side, the 
Safety and Felicity. of a People are effectually 
eſtabliſhed. So then, National Piety and Vir- 
tue ſecure National Happineſs ; and National 
Faſts, by their Tendency to promote the formex, 
have an evident Tendency to effect the latter: 
From this 'Tendency their Advantage ariſes ; of 
which, I flatter my ſelf, my Hearers are, by 
this Time, abundantly convinced. I decline, 
therefore, purſuing this Point any further : 
What now remains, is the Conſigeration of of | 
our own Caſe, and of he Dog which it calls 


us, 


In the. Conſideration of ws Ca. 1 ſhall be- 

gin with enquiring into the State of Religion 

ll and Virtue among us., We are required, . by 
the Royal ' Proclamation, to obſerve a public 

Faſt and Humiliation, that we may, in the moſt 

| devout and ſolemn Manner, fend our Prayers 

and Supplications to the Divine Majeſty, for 

averting thoſe heavy Judgments which our ma» 

nifeld Sins and Provocations have moſt juſtly 

deſerved. After this public Acknowledgment, 

by the Prince and his Council, of our Depra- 


e! 
vity, ſurely Complaints of this Kind from the 
Pulpit ought not to be treated as meer Decla- 
mation and idle Harangue. Will any one take 
upon him to affirm, that this is a Religious 
and Virtuous Age? Does a ſerious Senſe of 
God and his Providence, and a Reverence of 
ſacred Things, manifeſtly influence the greater 
Part of the Nation ? Are we remarkable for 
the Regard we pay to Divine Inſtitutions ? Are 
the Places of Worſhip crowded ? Is there a 
prevailing Zeal and Diligence. to hear the In- 
ſtructions of Heavenly Wiſdom, to watch at 
ber Gates, and vait at the Poſts of her Doors? 
Are Parents and Maſters of Families, for the 
greater Part, careful to maintain the Worſhi p 
of God in their Houſes, and attentive to the 


Honour afid Intereſt of Religion among their 


Children and Servants? Are the Laws of Righ- 


teouſneſs generally revered and obeyed? Are 


Truth and Candour, Temperance, Sobriety 
and Chaſtity, Juſtice, Charity and Mercy, com- 
mon Vertues? In a Word, is our Profeſſion of 
the Chriſtian Religion attended with Fruits 


worthy of it? And will our Manners afford 


an advantageous Idea of the Nature and Ex- 


cellency of its Doctrine? 


I will not fay, that the former Days were 


better chan e 1 the Manner of ſome 


is, 


CH] 

is, who enquire not wiſely concerning this *, 
But I will undertake to ſay, that our Caſe is 
very bad, if this Age be as finful as the laſt ; 
if we inherit its Crimes, and imitate the 805 
Doings of our Fathers: For if we be not better 
than they, if we be not reformed, we have in- 
creaſed the Meaſure of our Nation's Iniquities; 
and are therefore more in Danger of the Scourge 
that flayeth ſuddenly. But are we not @ ſinful 
Nation, a Seed of evil Doers, Children that are 
Corrupters, who have forſaken the Lord, who 
have provoked the Holy One of Iſrael unto Anger, 
who are gone away backward ? Have we not 
long enjoy'd the brighteſt Means of Knowledge, 
and the fulleſt Advantage for the Improvement 
of our Minds in Wiſdom and Goodneſs? Hath 
not God ſent unto us his S ervants the Prophets, 
rifing up early, and ſending them, ſaying, return 
ye now every Man from his evil Ways, amend 
jour Doings ? Yet, in ſpite of all the Culture 
and Influence of Divine Revelation and In- 
ſtruction, how do Impiety and Wickedneſs 
grow and multiply among us? How does an utter 
Indifference to all Religion prevail? Are not 
religious Characters and *** Things turned 
into Mockery, by thoſe whoſe Quality or Au- 
thority ſhould be a Protection and Credit to 
them ? Are not Luxury, Intemperance, De- 
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bauchery, 


Shall I ſpeak once more? Shall I declare the 
- fad Aggravation of all our Guilt ? Many Ener 


1 

bauchery, and a general Diſſoluteneſ of Man- 
ners, breaking in on all Sides? The Land is full 
of Alulterers, and becauſe of Swearing the Land 
mourneth. If a Prophet were ſent with a Di- 
vine Meſſage to our Nation, ſhould we not 
hear him cry aloud ; awake, ye Drunkards, and 
weep, and how. —Wo unto them that riſe up 


—— 


early in the Morning, that they may follow ; 


Drink, that continue until Night till Wine in- 

them.---Wo unto him that giveth bis Netgh- 
bour Drink : that putteft thy Bottle to him and 
makeſt him drunken alſo ?---Might he not alſo 
uſe that upbraiding and complaining Stile; take 
Je Heed every one of his Neighbour, and truſt 
Je not in any Brother: for every Brother will 
utterly ſupplant, and every Neighbour will walk 
with Slangers ? But where ſhall I top, O my 


Country, if. I would number thy Tranſgrefſions 


What Vice art thou a Stranger to ? What Ini- 
quity haſt thou not adopted ? Crimes moſt un- 
natural, moſt abominable, moſt hardning of 
Conſcience, moſt deſtructive of Morality, moſt 
pernicious to .Society, have ſprung up, and 
ſpread, and defiled our Land : The Shew of our 


Cauntenance doth witneſs againſt us, and we declare 


our Sin as Sodom, we hide it not: Wo unto our 
Soul, for we have rewarded Evil to ourſelves. 
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us are grown weary of pure Chriſtianity, and 
are turning back to Popiſh Darkneſs and Su- 
peritition ; Many of us are tir'd of al Chriſti- 
nity, are revolted to - Natural Religion, and, 
thereby, have crucified. to themſelves the Son of 
Gad afreſh, and put him to open Shame > While 
thoſe who profeſs to believe the Goſpel, and 
to obey the Precepts of it, for the greater Part, 
bear the Name, but are void of the Spirit and 
Manners of a Chriſtian : they are worldly- 
minded and avaricious, deceitful and treache- - 
rous, uncharitable and cenſorious; turning their 
Backs on the Worſhip of God, and profaning 
his Holy Day; or ſcrupulouſly obſerving Times 
and Forms of Devotion, but groſly neglecting 
the Practice of Righteouſneſs and Moral Virtue, 
If we look round our Youth, and conſider what 
Hopes their Manners afford of a better State of 
Things in the next Generation; have we not 
too much Reaſon. to ſay with a Sigh. *, his is 
a degenerate . Age, but the follow ug will be 
worſe ? 

Thus ſunk, and linking ſtill, in reſpe to 
var Fig wt Maga in it abe wondered, ut 


'* tas Parentum, pejor Avis, tulit 7 
Nos nequiores, mox daturos 
Progeniem vitioſiorem. 
du Fathers, a degenerate Race, 
-  Begat a worſe to fill-cheir Place; 
And in our flead ere long ſhall be 
| Our mere flagitious Progeny, Her. Lip, III. Od. VI. 
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we do not · advance and proſper in our Condi- 


tion? Is it at all ſtrange; that Providence does 
not follow us with its wented Favour ? That 
it diſappoints our Schemes, and checks our vain. 
Confidence. of Vietory and Succeſs ? Shall we 
cxpoſtulate, ſaying, wherefore have we faſted, 
and thou ſceſt ns? Wherefore have ao afflifted 
our Sdul, and thou"takeft m Knowledge ? May 
not God juſtly return the Expoſtulation, did 
vat all faft uno me, even unto me ? Have our 
fotmer Faſts produced a Reformation? * 
not the Aecuſation hold true againſt us, that 

we have not turned unto the Lord with the whole 


| Heart, but Frignedy Are not, then, our Diſ- 


appointments in the preſent War, and the Sick- 
neſs, which ravages the Mother City and is 
ſpreading Defolatioa through the Land, righ- 
teous Rebukes'of offended Heaven? And if we 
wilt not be reformed by theſe Things, but will walk 
contrary unto God; what can we expect, but 
that he 10/4 walk contrary unto us, and * 
7 us yet feven times for our Sins ? | 

So that our Duty lies plainly before us: We 
muſt become another manner of People, leſt, 
according to the eſtabliſhed Rules of Divine 
Government, ſom? worſe Thing come unto us. 
Where, then, ſhould Reformation begin? 
Where but in the higher Powers, which are 


ordained of God his ' Miniſters and Revengers 


to 


871 
to execute Wrath. "upon him that doeth \ Evil ? 
They are able, by their Authority and Ex- 
ample, to reſtrain Vice and promote Virtue in 
a great Degree. As for us, we can have no 
| Share in this Branch of Reformation, but by 
our feryent Prayers to God, that he would ex- 
cite our Governours to a vigorous. Exertion of 
themſelyes in this important Concern. 
In the next Place, the Miniſters of Religian 
are called to apply themſelves to this Work 
with Unanimity and Zeal. Great will be their 
Influence, if they labour in the Word and Doc- 
trine, and are careful to keep themſelves from 
9 while they are  endeayouring to 
preſerve, and recoyer others. Here again, we 
can do more than beſeech carneſtly the Lord of 
the Harveſt to ns farth ſuch mee Li 
bis Harveſt. 

But that which is prope perly our Pact, in Con- 
| ſequence of the Profeſſions we make this Day, 
3s to reform ourſelves, Let every one put away 
the Evil of his Doings, and bring forth Fruits 
meet for Repentonce, Let us contribute to the 
Reſtoration of general Piety and Rightcouſneks, 


by our own exemplary Practice, and by hearty 


Endeavours to propagate and extend it among 
others. Where our Authority, Inſtructions, 
or Conduct, may have any Influence, there let 
us employ them with F idelity and Fervor far 

F 2 the 
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the Honour of God and Religion. Let Parents, 
let Maſters: of Families, walk in the Steps of 
the Holy Patriarch; of whom, to his immortal 


Honour, the Divine Being himſelf gave this 
Teſtimony, I know, that he will command bis 
Chiliren and his Houſbol after him; and rbey 
ſhall keep the Way of the Lord, to do Juſtice and 
Judgment. A ſerious and diligent Attention to 
the Education of our Children, and Care to 


form their Minds to Piety and Virtue, is the 
Way to change the preſent fad Appearance of 
Things, and to give us the pleaſing Proſpect o of 
' happier Times, for Religion and our Country, in 
the next Generation. 


To conclude; let us embrace the Opportunity, 
now offered to us, of ſhewing our ſincere In- 


tentions to reform, by chearfully applying our- 


ſelves to the Work of Mercy commanded in 
my Text: Let us draw out our Soul to the 


Hungry, and ſatisfy the afflited Soul. Then 


ſhall thy Light riſe in Obſcurity, and thy Dark- 


neſs be as the Noon-day. And the Lord ſhall 


guide thee continually, and ſatisfy thy Soul in 
Drought, and make fat thy Bones : And thou 
Halt be hike a watered Garden, and lite a Wa 


of Water, 7ohoſe Waters A not. 


F 


A HYMN, 


—— thou doſt, in Wrath, arlfe 
The guilty Nations to chaſtiſe, . 
Ten thouſand Thunder, arm thy Eland, k 
Eager to rowl at thy command: yy 
Famine, and Plague, and ſtormy Wind, | 
Terrour before, and Death behind, HG 0 
Wait on thy March : Earth feels her God, 
Her Centre ſhakes, her Mountains nod; ties 
Her Tribes i in deep Affliction mourn, F 
And Kingdoms from their Seats are torn, 


* 


But 
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And raiſe the penitential Cry 
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But when, at thy correcting Blow, _ 
The Pray'r aſcends, 'the Somoun flow, | 5 
When humble i in the Duſt ve le. 


— 


Wrath in thy gentle Nature dies, 
Swift as the rapid Moment flies ; 
Bright as the Morn, thy Mercy brings 
Ten thouſand Bleſſings on its Wings. 


O kt our Cries thy Ear obtain, 
Nor ſuff ring Britain weep in vain ! _ 
Her Foes inſult ; her Merchant-Stores 
Are dragg'd a Prey to hoſtile Shores ; 
In diſtant Climes the Sword devours, 
Or Sickneſs waſtes, her Martial Pow!rs; _ 
And Winds, which Southern Occang feeep, 
Scatter her — the _ _ 


Judge i Nations, we revere . i 
Thy chaſt'ning Rod, thy tact 


For, 


391 


For, as the Hills that touch the Skies, 
Our Crimes in Heaps enormous riſe: 
O chaſe the hateful Scene away, 

As the diſcloſing Eye of Dar, 
Chaſes the Night ! Propitious, Smile ; 
Thou Strength and Glory of our Ile ! 
Purge into Health the tainted Air, 
The Ravages of Death repair; 

Bid each returning Seaſon yield 

Joy to the Paſture and the Field, 
Bid the loud Trump of Battle ceaſe 5 
And VIcr'R y build the Throne of PEACE. 
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